
DOWNERS GROVE 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 

Minutes 

January 8, 2015 

I. Roll Call 

Chairman Pelloso called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. and asked for a roll call. 

Present: Chairman Pelloso, Commissioner Marron, Commissioner Cavallo, 
Commissioner Mlade, Commissioner Salmon. 
Absent: Commissioner Riley, Commissioner Wikowsky, Commissioner McCann  
Staff: Allison Deitch, Megan Miles 
 

II. Visitor Welcome 
There were no visitors. 
 

III. View and Approval of October 9, 2014 Meeting Minutes 
Chairman Pelloso has one update to Section 5, the second bullet point should say the   
application does not differentiate, and the second to last bullet point regarding the    
scoring component. Ms. Deitch also noted second bullet point change to ‘continuous 
improvement’. 
 
Chairman Pelloso discussed the water billing insert from Westmont, staff said would reach 
out to try to retrieve from Westmont. 
 
Chairman Pelloso asked for a motion to amend minutes, Commissioner Mlade seconded, 
followed by Commissioner Salmon, passed by a voice vote.  
 

IV.     Staff Presentation of Village Sustainability Achievements 
 

  Ms. Deitch gave a presentation on the last five years of sustainability efforts by the 
Village. Ms. Deitch introduced Megan Miles, the new staff liaison going forward. 

 
  Ms. Deitch’s presentation mentioned the following efforts by the Village:  

o Fleet – The Village has downsized its fleet, has increased alternative fuels, and a 
reduction in fuel usage. Received a grant to put in a CNG fueling site outside our PW 
building and sell it to other agencies. Commissioner Mlade asked where biodiesel is 
made, and the intensity of the fuel usage.  

o Ms. Deitch noted a current project to look into what vehicles use the most fuel 
and how to use them efficiently.  

o Anti-idling practices – The Village has devices in our vehicles that keep the cab warm 
without the vehicle idling and has installed DriveCam in vehicles which records 
unsafe events and causes drivers to drive more carefully.  



o Chairman Pelloso asked if this reduces our insurance, and Ms. Deitch noted it 
did.  Commissioner Mlade asked if the Village has a position on fracking and 
Ms. Deitch noted they do not.  

o Energy Conservation - Our buildings are more efficient, and the Village is always 
looking towards different lighting and heating sources. Some examples are the Parking 
Deck which has efficient lighting through use of a grant, the fleet garage which uses 
motor oil to heat the facility and also has solar panels. Commissioner Mlade asked if 
residents can donate oil, Ms. Deitch responded not anymore because we had too much. 
Another example given were the hybrid street lights in Prentiss Creek.  

o Recycling – residents do not need to pay an additional fee for recycling through our 
current hauler, and the Village still holds a yearly recycling extravaganza and holiday 
lights recycling. Currently the monthly electronics recycling is suspended. Chairman 
Pelloso asked about past discussion on downtown recycling and Ms. Deitch mentioned 
this is the year we renegotiate our hauler contract so could focus on adding that.  

o Water Conservation/Stormwater - The Village makes efforts to not lose water, and 
make stormwater as green as possible. The Stormwater Utility incentives and credits 
were discussed, our partnership with the Conservation Foundation, rain barrel sales, 
the rain garden workshop, the DuPage River Sweep for St. Joe Creek, and the Leak 
Detection Survey. The Village has also reduced its water pumping to the whole 
community.  

 
V. Green Business Program Discussion 

 
Chairman Pelloso began with discussing the new template for the application and said it is 
a good place to start and also asked about a transparent scoring system, which 
Commissioner Mlade agreed with.  

  
Commissioner Cavallo mentioned the Tivoli’s efforts making the building more efficient 
and asked how to make it a part of the application.  Chairman Pelloso suggested putting 
this under Energy and Sustainability. 

 
   Chairman Pelloso mentioned businesses providing specific policies towards sustainability 

and Commissioner Cavallo suggested looking at historical energy use; the EPA program 
Portfolio Manager.  

   
 Commissioner Mlade to work on a revised application including the above suggestions 
and to with the Commission as a whole on a Green Business Toolkit. 

  
Commissioner Salman noted potential issues with very standardized measurements, and to 
be flexible with those measurements particularly with small businesses.  

   
  Ms. Deitch noted use of the SCARCE Green Audit and suggested Kay from SCARCE to 

come to a meeting. Ms. Miles to talk to Kay to attend a meeting. 
 

   Commissioner Cavallo suggested a potential sustainability program for residents.  
 



VI.   New Business 
  

  Commissioner Salmon discussed the proposed Nuclear Waste Repository for Lake Huron. 
DuPage communities on Lake Michigan likely will be contacted about it. 

 
VII.    Adjournment 
 

    Next meeting is February 12. Commissioner Cavallo made a motion to adjourn,   
Commissioner Marron seconded, and passed by a voice vote.  

 
 


